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Detention Camp,
12th February, 1943
Dear Col. Bhandari,                                                              /
You have told me that the Government have instructed you
to convey to them urgently any wish I might have to express.
You have also given me a copy of the instructions of the
Government about the regulating of friends' visits. This is my
submission about the visits:
1.    It is not fair to leave the initiative to me.   In the
present state of my mind I have no initiative about such visits.
If therefore the Government wish that I should receive visitors
they should inform the public that, if any member of the public
specially desires to see me, they will give him the permission
Their names need not be referred to me. For, I will not thwart
the wish of any friend to see me. It is highly probable that my
children and other relatives as also inmates of the Ashram and
other friends v/ho are intimately connected with me through one
or more of my many activities may want to see me. If Rajaji,
for instance, who had already applied to the Government for
permission to see me in connection with the communal problem
wants to see me about that matter or any other, I should be
glad to see him. But even regarding him I would not take the
initiative of submitting his name to the Government.
2.    If the visitors are permitted to  see me  without
restrictions as to the matters they might discuss with me, the
object of discussions would be largely frustrated if the discussions
cannot be published.  I would of course, always and in every
circumstance, myself rule out, without  needing  any  external
pressure, any discussion that can, by any stretch of imagination,
be helpful to the Fascist powers, including Japan. If visits con-
templating discussions are to be allowed the declaration I ha^e
suggested to be made by the Government should obviously^
made forthwith so that such visits may take place in the early
stages of the fast.
3.    It is possible that those who have been serving or nursing
me in the Ashram or those who were attending on me during
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